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The Bitterns* with which the Night-herons may be
classed, are all very well under the yard in length. They
are of various colours, but never all white, all ^rey, or
pied. They have very full feathering on the neck, and
are not so very high on the legs, but as some of the Egrets
approach them in this respect, the colour is a better dis-
tinction. They are all night-birds.
As there are so many Herons, and as they show a
great similarity of habit, there will not, as a rule, be much
to say about them individually; it will be sufficient in
most cases to note the peculiarities of the groups of
species, and the distinctions of these latter between them™
selves.
The large typical Herons are tall leggy birds, with close-
ly feathered necks but with' long narrow crests and droop-
ing plumes on the breast. The sexes are alike, but the
young differ somewhat, for they have no long plumes.
None of them are so common as some of the smaller spe-
cies, and the largest are all rare. Irrespective of age, they
may be distinguished as follows. Of the very large species
over four feet from bill to tail—
The Giant Heron has a cinnamon head and neck,, and is
over four feet six inches.
The Dusky Grey Heron is well under four feet six in
length, and is grey with a few white markings.
The Great White-bellied Heron is between these two in
size, and at once distinguished by its white under parts.
The other two species, which are fairly common,   are
both less than three feet and-a-half long.    Of them—
The Common Heron is always distinctly grey, while
The Purple Heron always shows much' admixture   of
cinnamon or fawn.

